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1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (  in  acres  ) . .  . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47  ,  784 

Population  (1956) . . . 10,  830 

Rateable  Value.,., . .  . .  £76,  727 

Produce  of  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated)... .  £197~8-4d 

2.  EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

B IRTHS 

Live  Births  Males  Females 

Total.... .  73  83 

Legitimate . . 72  78 

Illegitimate ......  . . 1  5 

Stillbirths 

Total . . 1  2 

Legitimate . 1  2 

Illegitimate . ,  0  0 

DEATHS 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ........  126  66  60 

Number  of  Women  dying  In,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth 
( a  )  From  Seps  is  ..............  . . .  0 

(b)  From  Other  Causes . . .  0 
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Death  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age : - 


Males 


Females 


Total 


Legit Imate 


II leg it imat 


3 

3 

0 


1 

1 

0 


Death  of  Infants  under  One  Weak . .  .  • . .  2 


H 


f? 


if 


from  One  to  Four  Weeks ( inclus ive ) . 


i 


i  ( 


from  One  to  Six  Months  ....... 


e  o  o  *  o  o 


.  0 


from  Six  to  Twelve  Months . 


1 


Total 


4 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 


0 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough (all  ages )....*.»*> .  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  )  .  . . .  0 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  fur in 


the  "Toar .  The  total  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  th 


i0 


district  was  126 ,  compared  with  121 


in  1955 


The  Chief  Causes  of  Death  were: 


Heart  Disease  and  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. 


Cancer 


Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 


Old  Age 


In  all  "Causes  of  Death":- 

Those  dying  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  wore  ........... 


w 


U 


n 


H 


81  and  85 


ff 


....9...0. 


if 


U 


n 


...00...... 


n  *'  86  and  90  i! 

(continued  on  next  page) 


Those  dying  above  the  age  of  90 . * .  .  .  .  . . , . . . .  .  .  4 

A  total  of  65  or  51.58  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths . 

3.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Dis  eas  e 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted  to 

Total 

Notified 

Is  olat Ion 

Hos  pitals 

Death 

M eas les  <>  •  «  .  ,  *  o  «  o  »  o  ,  *  .  e 

13 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough. . . 

27 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  ............. 

7 

0 

2 

Food  Poisoning, ....... 

1 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia ..... 

1 

0 

0 

Erys ipe las  .  .  .........  „ 

4 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis 

(a)  Respiratory..... 

1 

0 

0 

(b )  Non-Res pirat ory . 

1 

0 

0 

57 

1 

2 

The  notification  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  District  by 
medical  Practitioners  were  satisfactory* 

4.  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

No  case  notified 

5  e  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS 


Nothing  to  note 
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6 .  SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND 


OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


A,  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home : - 

(I)  General”-  There  are  9  nurses  in  the  District  engaged 
in  general  district  work*  who  are  affiliated  to  the 
County  Nursing  Association*  and  "between  them  they 
cover  the  whole  district. 


(II)  For  Infectious  Diseases:-  One  of  the  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  was  removed  to  an  Isolation 
Hospital*  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by  their 
relatives  or  by  nurses  obtained  from  Nursing  Homes 
or  Hospitals  outside  the  District. 


B  o  Midwives 


There  are 


9  Certified 


Midwives 


practising  in  the  District. 


C.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  -  None  in  District. 


D.  Hospitals  situated  in  the  District  -  None. 


E,  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers*  Illegitimate 

Infants  and  Homeless  Children:-  None  in  District. 


F«  Ambulance  Facilities 

(i)  For  Infectious  Cases  -  None. 

(ii)  For  Non- Inf ect ious  Cases  and  Accidents  -  The  Motor 

Ambulance  provided  by  the  County  Council  and.  kept  at 
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the  Ambulance  Station,  Commercial  Road,  Shepton  Mallet 
(Tel.  2242),  is  used  w hen  necessary. 


G.  Scabies  « 


No  cases  of  Scabies  have  been  brought  to  my  notice 


7.  MINISTRY  OP  ROUSING  AND  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ENQUIRIES 


IN  RESPECT  OP  SEWERAGE  OR  WATER  SUPPLIES 


There  were  none  during  the  year 


8.  HOUSING 


For  details  see  the  Report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health 


ins  pec tor . 


SWIMMING  BaTHS  AND 


POOLS 


i 

(a)  Privately  owned  -  One  at  Downside  College,  Stratton-* 
on-the-Fos  se . 

Water  -  Main. 

Treatment  -  Re-circulation,  Filtration  and  Automatic 


Chlorination . 


The  es 

during  the  Season 
pool  for  scholars 


timatsd  average  number  of 
is  not  known  as  this  Is  a 
at  Downside  College  only. 


bathers  daily 
private  swimming 
No  samples 


were 


taken . 


(b)  Owned  by  Local  Authority  -  None. 


11- 


10.  LABORATORY  WORK 


Examinations  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens 
are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bath  and 
considerable  use  of  this  Laboratory  has  been  made  during 
the  year . 


A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  by  Messrs.  Boots 
(Chemist)  and  Miss  Watkins  (Chemist)  at  Shepton  Mallet  5  and 
can  be  obtained  by  Practitioners  on  the  National  Health 
Pres cript ion  Form . 


11.  FOOD  POISONING 


0n< 


c\ 

w 


case 


has  been  notified  during  the  year 


-0-0~0~0-0-0-0~0~0-“0~0~0~0-0-0~0- 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SECTION  A  -  WATER  SUPPLIES 


1 .  Quality  and  Quantity 

There  were  no  shortages  of  water  from  the  Council’s 
supplies  in  1956.,  All  water  supplied  from  the  Council’s 
mains  was  satisfactory  In  quality  with  the  exception  of 
the  supply  to  part  of  the  parish  of  West  Bradley.  This 
latter  supply  Is  subject  to  seasonal  contamination  but 
this  contamination  is  surface  pollution  only  and  it  has 
not  been  found  practicable  to  chlorinate  this  water. 

2 .  Bacteriological  Sampling 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  Council’s  main 
water  supplies  gave  the  following  results 
(I)  Chlorinated  Water 


Number  of  samples  taken 


oooec«#eo#*#© 


91 


Satisfactory. 


89 


Unsatisfactory. *  . . 


e>ooo0*o»to©o 


the 


(II)  Untreated  Water 

Number  of  samples  taken.... 

Satisfactory .  .  .  •  *  «  »  «  »  .  .  <>  ®  .  . 
Unsatisfactory. . . ......... . 

The  7  unsatisfactory  samples  of 
Council’s  main  water  sources  befor 


14 

7 

7 


untreated  water  were  from 
e  treatment (Subsequently 
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chlorinated)  and  from  the  West  Bradley  supply  mentioned  above. 
Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  private  main  supplies 
in  the  district  gave  the  following  results  :- 

Number  of  samples  taken . . .  20 

Satisfactory . ...... .  3 

Unsatisfactory . . . .  17 

The  results  of  individual  samples  taken  of  the  water 
supplying  the  villages  of  Oakhill  and  West  Cranmore  were  not 

i 

regarded  as  satisfactory  and.  the  sample  results  shown  above 
include  series  of  samples  taken  from  the  various  sources  of 
the  Oakhill  supply  to  ascertain  where  the  pollution  occurred. 

Samples  of  drinking  water  from  wells  and  springs 
were  also  taken  with  the  following  results :- 


Number  of  samples  taken  .  . . 26 

Satisfactory.  . . 16 

Unsatisfactory . . . .  10 


These  samples  were  of  well  and  spring  water  for 
supplies  to  new  houses  or  of  existing  houses.  Action  was 
taken  as  necessary  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Chemical  Samples 

20  samples  of  Council  main  water  were  taken  for 
Chemical  analysis  during  the  year.  In  all  cases  the  results 
showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory  in  purity  but  very  hard. 
The  hardness  is  mainly  temporary. 
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4*  Plumbo-Solvency 


The  water  supplies  of  the  district  have  no 
dissolving  effect  on  load. 

5 .  Sources  of  supply  to  the  houses  in  the  Pis trict 

Table  A  on  page  27  shows  the  nature  of  the  supply 
to  the  houses  in  each  parish.  It  will  be  seen  that  of 
3,371  houses  in  the  district,  2,880  (85.4%)  have  a  piped 
supply  of  water  either  from  a  public  main  or  a  private 
main,  246  (7.3%)  have  to  rely  on  standpipes  for  their 
supply  of  water,  190  (5.7%)  have  spring  or  well  water 
laid  on  internally  and  55  (1.6%)  of  the  houses  have  to 
rely  on  an  outside  well  or  spring.  The  190  houses  with 
a  supply  from  a  well  or  spring  laid  on  internally  can  be 
regarded  generally  as  satisfactory  and  In  many  cases  there 
is  no  main  supply  of  water  available. 

During  the  year  67  houses  were  connected  to  a  main 

O  a 

piped  supply.  The  number  of  houses  relying  on  a  stand¬ 
pipe  supply  was  reduced  by  45,  the  number  having  an 
internal  supply  of  water  from  a  well  or  spring  was 
reduced  by  6  and  the  number  of  houses  relying  on  an 
outside  well  or  spring  was  reduced  by  12.  These  reductions 
were  the  result  of  slum  clearance  and  voluntary  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  owners . 
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Table  B  on  page  28  (Sanitary  Facilities  of  Houses) 
shows  that  2,602  houses  in  the  district  (77.2$)  are  connected 
to  the  Council’s  mains  (an  increase  of  112  on  last  year)  and 
278  houses  (8.3$)  are  connected  to  private  mains  (a  decrease 
of  33  on  last  year). 

Note.  Any  apparent  discrepancy  in  the  figures  given  is  due 
to  houses  being  closed  by  slum  clearance  procedure. 


SECTION  B  -  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


General.  The  sewering  of  the  village  of  Cr os  combe  was 
completed  during  the  year. 


o 


The  scheme  for  sewering  the  hamlet  of  Gurney  Slad 
in  the  parishes  of  Ashwick  and  Bine gar  has  been  prepared  but 
having  regard  to  Ministry  Circular  11/56  (Restriction  on 
Capital  Expenditure)  the  Council  have  deferred  further  action 
for  the  time  being. 


The  scheme  for  the  modernisation  of  the  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works  of  Evercreech  village  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Ministry.  Further  plans  and  particulars  are  being 


compiled  in  preparation  for  a  local  investigation  by  th 

i 

Ministry  into  the  Councils  proposals. 
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2*  Drainage  of  Existing  Hou 


can 
-~/  o 


Table  B  on  page  28  shows  the  number  of  houses  in 
the  district  drained  to  the  public  sewer  at  the  end  of 
1956  as  934(27,7/5),  an  increase  of  106  on  the  previous 
year*  These  106  houses  were  connected  to  the  new  sewers 
in  Stoke  St  .Michael  and  Cros combe,  1515  houses  (45%)  are 
drained  to  cesspits  or  septic  tanks,  an  increase  of  28  on 


the  previous  year  and  922  houses  (27.3%) 


e  no  drainage 


or  have  unsatisfactory  drainage,  a  decrease  of  130  on  the 


previous  year. 


SECTION  C 


CLOSETS  AND  OTHER  SANITARY  FACILITIES 


Table  B  on  page  28  shov/s  that  2,440  houses  In  th 


a. 


district  (72,4%)  have  a  water  closet,  an  Increase  of  83 


on  the  previous  year,  24  houses  (0.7%)  have  shared  closets, 


a  decrease  of  16  on  the  previous  year,  817  houses  (24.2%) 
have  a  pail  or  chemical  closet,  a  decrease  of  55  on  the 
previous  year,  and  90  houses  (2.7%)  have  a  privy  closet, 


a  decrease  of  8  on  the  previous  year. 


This  table  also  shows  that  409  houses  In  the 


district  (12.1%)  have  no  sink,  a  decrease  of  66  on  the 
previous  year  and  447  houses  (42.9%)  have  no  bath,  a 


decrease  of  92  on  the  previous  yea 


J-  © 


The  general  improvement  under  this  heading  Is  due  to 


3  factors  -  slum  clearance,  Improvement  grants  and  voluntar 


efforts  by  owners . 
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SECTION  D  -  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE 


1 .  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council ?s  12  cubic  yard  Bedford  Lorry (Diesel 
Engine)  with  a  crew  of  Driver  and  2  Loaders  continued  in 
operation  during  the  year  and  gave  satisfactory  service. 
The  fortnightly  collection  for  each  oarish  continued. 

we  •l,  j- 


The  Refuse  Tip  at  Southwood (Evercreech)  was  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  and  at  the  vsarTs  end  a  replacement 
tip  for  the  South  end  of  the  district  had  not  been  found. 
The  tip  at  Moorwood  (Ashwick)  continued  in  operation. 

These  tips  were  kept  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition  by 
the  refuse  lorry  crew. 


During  the  year  660  loads  of  refuse  were  collected 
a  slight  Increase  on  last  year. 

w3  tj 


2  .  Salvage 


(i)  Waste  Paper.  During  the  year  26  tons  12-|  cwts.,  was 
despatched  to  the  waste  paper  dealers  for  which  the  Council 
received  the  sum  of  £210  -  14  -  9d .  This  was  an  increase 
of  over  £54  oh  the  orevious  year  but  in  the  middle  of  the 
year  a  recession  In  the  trade  again  occurred  which  restricted 


acceptance  of  loads  by  the  dealer 


S  0 


The  Council  decided 


however,  to  carry  on  collections  as  usual  and  storage  was 


-18- 


obtained  for  the  surplus  until  trade  conditions  improved. 


(ii)  Scrap  Metal.  18  tons,  6x  cwts.,  of  scrap  metal  was 
despatched  to  the  dealers  during  the  year,  and  the  Council 
received  £72  -  10  -  2d,  some  £30  less  than  the  previous  year 
This  decrease,  however,  does  not  mean  any  reduction  in 
collection  or  price  obtained  -  it  was  not  possible  to  despat 
the  normal  load  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  this  would  be 
despatched  early  in  1957,  so  that  the  amount  collected 
during  the  year  is  much  the  same  as  last  year. 

(ill)  General*  Total  income  from  salvage  amounted  to 
£283  -  4  -  lid,  some  £24  more  than  in  1955.  Out  of  this 
income  must  be  deducted  the  men’s  bonus,  but  since  the 
new  bonus  rates  came  into  force  the  Councils  income  from 
salvage  has  greatly  increased. 

SECTION  E  -  GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 


1.  Smoke  Abatement .  Informal  action  was  necessary  in  some 
cases  of  quarry  dust  with  partially  satisfactory  results. 
Oo-P&v&ns  and  Camping  Sites  .  At  the  year’s  end  10  licences 
for  individual  caravans  were  in  force.  8  of  these  licences 
were  in  respect  of  caravans  occupied  all  the  year  round 
and2  were  for  caravans  occupied  seasonally  only.  One 
camping  site  for  40  caravans  was  re-licensed. 

3.  Rag  Flock.  There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  in  which 
rag  flock  is  manufactured  or  sold. 


were  received  of 


4.  sird  Mice*  22  complaints 

rats  in  dwelling  houses  hut  no  action  was  necessary 


in  respect  of  mice 


The  Council fs  part-time  Rodent 


Operator  continued  routine  inspections  of  houses 
for  rats  and  the  Council *s  sewers  at  Evercreoch, 
Oakhill,  Stoke  St. Michael  and  Stratton-on-the-Fos so 
and  the  stream  at  Cros combe  were  tested  and  treated 
where  necessary.  55  houses  were  treated  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  82  treatments  of  the  Council rs 


sewage  works  and  refuse  tips  were  also  carried  out 


5.  Insect  Pests.  3  cases  of  infestation  bv  Cluster 
Flies  were  reported  and  the  Owners  of  the  properties 
were  advised  on  treatment,  with  satisfactory  results. 

6.  Factories .  Table  C  on  page  29  shows  that  8  factories 
out  of  a  total  of  68  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  wear  there  were  48  outworkers  on 
the  Council’s  list,  all  but  one  employed  In  the 
gloving  industry . 

Time  was  not  available  for  extensive  routine 
inspections  of  factories  during  the  year.  No  cases 
of  defects  were  brought  to  the  Council’s  notice  by 
H .M . Inspector  of  Factories. 
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.  Visits.  During  tho  year  a  total  of  3,872  visits  wore  made  by 


o 


33  visi 


on 

pa, 

ge 

30  shows 

t  ha  t 

ct 

of 

Pious  ing ,  a 

CU  7 

of 

Impr 

ovemsnt 

Grants 

wi 

th 

a 

sharp  Increase 

mad 

in 

res  pact 

of 

pro 

vious 

year  . 

Full 

e  D 

2; 


the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
1,057  of  these  visits  were  m 
total  of  457  visits  were  mad 

and  512  in  respect  of  drainage  troubles,  with 
on  last  yearTs  visits. 

food  premises,  compared  with  54  for  the  previous  year 
details  of  visits  made  are  shown  in  Table  D. 

8.  Complaints .  During  the  year  78  complaints  were  received, 
one  of  which  was  considered  unjustified.  The  remaining 
77  were  made  up  as  follows 

General  Hous ing  Matters  ...............  14 

Drainage  cc  Sewage  Disposal 

Water  . . 1 

OlOSotS.  4 

Rats  and  Mice . . 22 

Mis  cel  lane  ous  .  • .  8 

As  will  be  seen  above,  a  large  number  of  the 
complaints  made  were  In  respect  of  drainage  nuisances  » 

9.  Hotices  .  57  Informa].  Notices  were  served  during  the  year 

No  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 

The  position  with  regard  to  Notices  served  Is 

as  follows 

Outstanding  at  beginning  of  the  year ...........  28 

Served  during  the  year . . .  57 

Complied  with  during  the  year ..................  44 

Outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. . .  41 
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10.  Defects  Remedied.  The  number  of  defects  remedied  as 


a  result  of  Notices  is  shown  in  Table  E  on  paget  31. 

SECTION  F  -  HOUSING 


1.  &erter>aA »  A  considerable  amount  of  activity  took  place:* 
in  the  field  of  housing  with  good  result's.  No  formal 
action  under  Sec.  9  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936-1954,  was 
taken  but,  nevertheless,  good,  progress  was  made  in  the 
making  fit  of  unfit  houses.  Table  F  (Conditior  of 
Houses)  on  page  32  shows  the  improvements  in  general 
housing  conditions  in  the  district  and  it  will  bo  seen 
that  18  houses  (q/o)  in  need  of  ma$,or  repairs  were  made 
fit  d.uoing  the  year.  This  was  achieved  by  means  of 

o  o  tJ 

informal  action  and  by  the  utilisation  of  Improvement 
Grants  and  these  processes  are  continuing.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  figures  quoted  only  allow 
for  cases  with  which  the  Council ?s  Officers  are  familiar 
-  the  figures  do  not  allow  for  houses  which  may  be 
repaired  voluntarily  by  the  Owners  without  the  Council  Us 
knowledge .  Table  B  on  page  28  shows  the  increase  in 
number  of  houses  which  are  considered  to  be  fit  in  all 
respects . 

2.  Slum  Clearance .  The  progress  made  during  thu  year 
under  this  heading  is  shown  in  Table  G(Unfit  Houses)  on 
page  33.  It  will  bo  seen  that  the  total  number  of 
unfit  houses  in  the  district  was  reduced  by  61  to  257, 

a  decrease  of  19%. 
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Of  the  257  unfit  houses  still  to  be  dealt  with,  22  are  void 
and  102  are  occupied  by  old  people,  whom  the  Council  do  not 
wish  to  disturb. 

Table  H(Houses  Closed)  on  page  33  shows  that  47  houses 
were  closed  by  means  of  Undertakings  or  Closing  Orders,  No 
Demolition  Orders  were  made.  One  of  the  houses  closed  was 
mads  fit  during  the  year  and  the  Undertaking  cancelled,  2 
were  converted  to  agricultural  stores 9  6  were  being  made  fit 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  2  were  in  the  process  of  being 
demolished  voluntarily  by  the  Owner. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  the  Councils  Slum  Clearance 
proposals  are  to  take  a  minimum,  of  5  years,  the  progress 
made  during  1956  ( 19^}:dealt  with)  can  be  regarded  as  sat  isf actory . 

7  houses  previously  condemned  are  occupied  under  licence 
and  2  houses  previously  condemned  but  not  licensed  ars  still 
occupied . 

3 ♦  Improvement  Grants .  Improvement  Grants  were  still  encouraged 
without  restriction  and  the  principle  of  a  grant  of  50%  (with 
a  maximum  of  £400)  was  adhered  to.  The  average  grant  awarded 
per  dwelling  was  £320. 

Table  J  (Improvement  Grants )  on  page  34  shows  the  progress 
made  with  Improvement  Grants  during  the  y ear .  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  schemes  were  approved  for  a  total  of  28  houses •  Table 
J  also  shows  that  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  25  houses  were 
completed  during  the  year.  Of  this  number,  14  were  for  owner- 

occupiers  and  11  for  tenants  *  The  effect  that  Improvement 
Grants  has  on  making  unfit  houses  fit  is  also  shown. 
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At  the  year's  end  there  was  no  apparent  slackening  of  appl-  _ 
ications . 

4.  Council  Houses o  36  new  Council  Houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  In  addition,  20  houses  became 
vacant  and  were  re -allocated , 

As  will  be  seen  from  Table  K( Council  Houses)  on 
page  35  the  total  number  of  applicants  on  the  list  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  125,  a  reduction  of  83(40 %)  on  the 
previous  year*  This  reduction  was  due  to  re-housing  of 
applicants  or  cancellation  of  applications  for  other  reasons. 
The  Council,  however,  still  considers  this  figure  to  be  an 
inflated  one  and  does  not  represent  the  number  of  needy 
applicants  to  be  re-housed,  so  that  of  the  125  cases  on  the 
list  at  the  year's  end  only  76  are  considered  as  needy  cases. 
During  the  year  23  new  and  genuine  applications  were  received 
and  10  applications  from  needy  cases  withdrawn  by  the  appli¬ 
cants  -  mainly  for  the  reason  that  they  found  alternative 
accommodation  themselves . 

5.  Private  Houses.  15  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  the  year  -  2  private  houses  were  gained  by  the  con¬ 
version  of  one  large  house  inot  2  dwellings  and  one  house 
lost  by  the  reverse. 

One  private  house  continued  to  be  under  requi¬ 
sition  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

6.  Overcrowding .  One  case  occurred  during  the  year  and  was 
abated  and  there  are  no  cases  on  the  Council's  register. 
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SECTION  G  -  INSPECTION  A  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD 


1.  Milk .  Table  L  (Premises  Registered  or  Licensed  as  Food 
Shops  etc*)  on  page  36  shows  the  position  in  respect  of 
licenses  and  Registration. 

All  pasteurised  milk  Is  from  firms  outside  the 
Councils  area  and  sampling  is  carried  out  537-  other  auth¬ 
orities.  7  biological  samples (to  ascertain  whether  tubercle 
bacilli  are  present)  were  taken  from  producers -retailers 
In  the  District  by  County  Officials  and  all  proved  negative c 

2.  Ice-Cream.  2  shops  were  registered  during  the  year  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream*  All  ice-cream  sold  in  the  district  is 
pre-packed  and.  from  reputable  firms  outside  the  district* 


There  are  no  premises  In  the  district  where  Ice-cream  is 


ma nuf a  c  t ur e  d 


3o  Food  Shop  Byelaws.  Byelaws  made  under 


.  v  o 


15  of  the  Food 


and  Drugs  Acts,  1938,  came  into  operation  in  the  Rural  D is trio 


In  July,  1950. 


Informal  action  was  taken  In  some  cases  and 


s  achieved  the  necessary  results 


4.  Food.  Premises  Generally .  Table  M  (Analysis  of  Food  Premises) 
on  page  37  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district* 
Routine  inspection  was  again, unfortunately,  very  limited. 
During  the  year  a  summary  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955/56  was  circulated,  to  the  occupiers  of  all  food  premises 
within  the  district  as  a  prelude  to  inspection. 
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5.  Slaughter.4.: of  Animals ,  The  Councils  slaughterhouse  at 
Pylla  continued  in  operation  during  the  year  and  17,767 
animals  were  slaughtered  there,  an  increase  of  1,010  on 
the  previous  year*  ilo  private  slaughterhouses  are  in  use 
(by  virtue  of  the  Council !s  resolution  restricting  the 
number  of  private  slaughterhouses  which  was  confirmed 

by  the  Minister  at  the  beginning  of  the  year). 

There  are  16  Slaughtermen  licensed  by  the 
Council  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts. 

6.  Meat  Inspection  *  Full  inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out 

at  the  Council ?s  slaughterhouse  and  Table  N  (Meat  Inspection) 
on  page  38  shows  the  quantity  of  meat  condemned  for  various 
reasons*  The  percentage  of  cattle  and  pigs  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  shows  a  slight  drop  on  last  yearTs  figures. 

The  figures  relating  to  Tuberculosis  in  cows  (7.12/?)  Is  not 
reliable,  for  this  includes  cows  sent  to  the  Slaughterhouse 
as  ’’reactors*'  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture*  There  was 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cattle  affected  by  Cysticercus 
Bovis  . 

7.  Foods  Condemned.  One  51b.  tin  of  meat  was  condemned 
by  way  of  voluntary  surrender. 

8.  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food.  Meat  is  disposed  of  to  approved 
fertiliser  manufacturers  and  tinned  foods  are  buried,  when 
necessary,  on  the  Refuse  Tip. 
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TABLE  A  -  ANALYSIS  OP  WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  OCCUPIED  HOUSES 


PARISH 

No,  of 
Houses 

No.  having 
piped  water 
supply  into 
or  onto  the 
Houses. 

No.  of 
Houses 
supplied  by 
Standpipe. 

No.  of 

Houses 
with  wells, 
spring 

etc,  laid  on 
internally. 

No.  of 

Houses  r/ith 
external 
supply  from 
well  or 
springs. 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

Ashwick 

322 

325 

284 

292 

28 

24 

8 

7 

2 

2 

Bat combe 

137 

136 

91 

94 

10 

8 

34 

32 

2 

2  ! 

Binegar 

87 

87 

65 

68 

17 

14 

5 

3 

2 

2 

Bradley  W. 

87 

87 

83 

83 

2 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Cranmore 

118 

118 

84 

85 

17 

17 

11 

12 

6 

4  | 

Croscombe 

175 

179 

130 

148 

34 

22 

7 

7 

4 

2 

Ditcheat 

204 

204 

180 

180 

22 

22 

2 

2 

- 

i 

! 

Doulting 

171 

168 

133 

139 

21 

18 

8 

7 

4 

4  ! 

Downhead 

34 

34 

22 

23 

4 

3 

7 

7 

1 

1  i 

Emborough 

49 

49 

39 

39 

6 

6 

2 

2 

2 

2  1 

Evercreech 

463 

464 

420 

424 

22 

20 

19 

19 

2 

1 

Holcombe 

199 

199 

179 

186 

19 

12 

1 

1 

- 

t 

Lamyat 

46 

46 

35 

35 

1 

1 

7 

7 

3 

3 

Lydford 

120 

118 

89 

93 

4 

3 

17 

16 

10 

6 

Milton  C. 

34 

34 

22 

23 

4 

3 

8 

8 

- 

- 

E.  Pennard 

119 

120 

89 

90 

- 

- 

18 

18 

12 

12 

Pilton 

245 

245 

220 

221 

6 

6 

18 

17 

1 

1 

Pylle 

48 

48 

34 

37 

- 

- 

8 

7 

6 

4  1 

Stoke  St.M. 

230 

229 

203 

206’ 

19 

15 

5 

5 

3 

3  ! 

Stratton/Posse 

479 

481 

406 

414 

55 

50 

13 

13 

5 

4  1 

1 

Total 

3367 

3371 

2813 

2880 

291 

246 

196 

190 

67 

55 

Percentage 

- 

- 

83.6 

85.4 

8.6 

7.3 

5.8 

5.7 

2.0 

1.6 

Notes 

(1)  A  reduced  number  of  houses  is  due  to  Slum  Clearance. 

(2)  The  number  of  houses  rath  a  main  supply  of  water  lias  increased  by  1.8$. 

(3)  The  number  of  houses  with  a  supply  of  water  from  standpipes  has 
decreased  by  1.3$. 

(4)  The  number  of  houses  with  an  internal  supply  from  wells,  springs  etc. 
has  decreased  by  0.1$. 

(5)  The  number  of  houses  with  an  external  supply  from  wells,  springs  etc. 
has  decreased  by  0.4$. 
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TABLE  B 


SANITARY  FACILITIES  OF  HOUSES 


1955 

1956 

Total  Houses  in  District  (but  not  including 
void  houses  controlled  by  Undertakings  or 

Closing  Orders) 

3367 

3371 

(l)  Water  Supply 
(a)  Internal  Supply 

1 

! 

Houses  •with  Council  main  water 

2407 

2519 

Houses  with  Private  main  water 

307 

274 

Houses  with  well,  spring  etc.  piped  to  house. 

196 

190 

Total  houses  with  Internal  Supply 

2910 

2983 

(b)  External  Supply  (individual) 

J 

(a)  From  Council  Main 

90 

CO 

(b)  From  Private  Main 

9 

L 

1 

(c)  Well,  spring  etc. 

67 

55 

Total  houses  with  Individual  External  Supply. 

166 

C\] 

1 

(c)  No  Individual  Supply 

From  standpipe  on  Council  main 

261 

219 

From  standpipe  on  Private  main 

30 

27 

Total  houses  with  no  individual  supply 

291 

246 

(2)  Closets 

1 

Houses  Y/ith  own  water  closet 

2357 

2440 

H  ”  shared  water  closets 

22 

18 

”  "  own  pail  or  chemical  closet 

872 

817 

tt  it  shared  ”  M  ,f  " 

18 

6 

n  H  privy 

98 

90 

(3)  Drainage 

Houses  drained  to  public  sewer 

"  "  ”  satisfactory  cesspit  or 

828 

934 

septic  tank. 

1487 

1515 

"  wdth  unsatisfactory  or  no  drainage. 

1052 

922 

(A)  Other  Sanitary  Appliances 

1 

Houses  with  no  sink 

475 

409  i 

"  M  no  bath 

1539 

1447  1 

-  •  .  ■  ■  - - - 
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TABLE  C 


FACTORIES 


1.  Inspection 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of  

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

OccrSo 

Prosecuted  j 

(l)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3 &  6  are 
enforced  by  local  authority 
(Non-power  Factories). 

12 

2 

— 

“[ 

I 

1 

! 

(2)  Factories  not  included 

in  (l)  above  in  which  Sec, 7 
is  enforced  by  local  auth¬ 
orities  (Power  Factories) 

56 

6 

- 

- 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  local 
authority  (excluding  out- 
v/orkers  premises). 

Nil 

- 

— 

- 

TOTALS 

68 

8 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


No.  of  cases  where  defects  were  found 

No,  of 

Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

prosec- 

To  H.M. 
Inspr. 

By  H.M. 
Inspr. 

uti  ons 

Lack  of  Clean¬ 
liness  (Sec.l) 

0  ve  r  c  r  owd ing ( Sec . 2 ) 

- 

- 

Unsatisfactory 
Temperature ( Sec. 3 ) 
Venti lation(Sec.4) 
Ineffective  Drain- 

mm 

•r* 

age  of  Floors 
( Sec*  6) 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences( Sec. 7) 

\ 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

mm 

mm 

defective 

- 

1 

— 

mm 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

mm 

- 

— 

mrn 

Other  offences 

(not  including 
outworkers) 

TOTALS 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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TASLE  D 


VISITS,  195 6 


Dwelling  Houses  -  Public  Health  Acts . . . . .  122 

Dwelling  Houses  -  Housing  Acts . . . . . . .  • . . .  935 

Improvement  Grants . . . . . .  457 

Overcrowding . . . . . . .  6 

Council  Houses . .  505 

Verminous  Premises . . . . . . . . . .  13 

Y/ater  Supplies. . . . . . . .  70 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal . . . . . .  526 

Offensive  Accumulations . . . . . . . . .  11 

Atmospheric  Pollution . . . . . . .  3 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal . 95 

Rats  and  Mice  Suppresion . . . . . .  2293 

Stable  s/Piggeries . 15 

Moveable  Dwellings . 35 

Schools., . 2 

Factories  and  Workshops . . . . .  •  8 

Putchers . . 1 

Ice-Cream  Dealers . . . , . . . .  7 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors . . . . .  11 

Public  Houses. . . 11 

Other  Food  Premises . . . . . .  14 

Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouse . 786 

Other  Food  Inspection. . . 3 

Interviews . . 130 

Miscellaneous . 105 
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TABLE  E 


-  DEFECTS,  ETC-  REMEDIED  AS  A  RESULT  OF  SERVICE  OF  NOTICES 

Roofs  Repaired . . . . . . . . . 

Chimney  Stacks  Repaired. . . . . . . . . . . 

Drains  Cleared . . . . . . 

Drains  repaired/ renewed . . . ; . . . . . 

Drains  connected  to  Server . . . . . . . . . 

Cesspool/Sewage  Tanks  cleansed  or  repaired. .  . . . . . . 

Cesspool/Sewage  Tanks  provided. . . . . . . 

Wells  Abolished . . . . . . . . 

Water  Services  provided.  . . . . . . . . 

W.  C.  T  s  substituted  for  other  closets . . . . . 

W.C.’s  repaired. . . . . . . . 

Sinks  renewe  d. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Cooking  ranges  and  firegrates  rep  aired/ renewed . . . 

Ceilings  repaired/ renewed . . . . . 

W allplaster  repaired. . . . . . . . 

Floors  repaired/ renewed . . . . . . 

Windows  repaired/ renewed. . . . . 

Doors  repaired/ renewed . . . . . . . . 

Cleansing  of  Houses . . . . . •  •  • 

Offensive  accumulations. . . . . . . . . . . 

Premises  freed  from  vermin.  . . . . . . . . 

Nuisances  from  animals . . . . . . . . . . . 

Miscellaneous  Public  Health  Contraventions . .  . . . . . . . . 

Food  Premises  -  contraventions  remedied.  . . . 

Factories  Act  -  contraventions  remedied. . . . . 

Milk  and  Dairies  -  contraventions  remedied . . . 


2 

2 

4 

8 

2 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

o 

C- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 
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TABLE  P 


CONDITION  OF  HOUSES  (PITILESS) 
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TABLE  G 


UNFIT  HOUSES 


■  ■  ■■— -  ■  ...  .  . 

Position  as 
result  of 
Survey 

May  1955 

Dealt 
with  to 
31.12.55 

Dealt 

with 

1936 

Balance 

at 

31.12.56 

Void  houses  not  under 
control. 

36 

1 

13 

22 

Houses  occupied  bv  old 

a.  is 

folk  who  do  not  wish 
to  be  disturbed. 

108 

2 

4 

102 

Occupied  houses  where 

Owner  wishes  to  make 
fit. 

48 

1 

5 

42 

Houses  where  tenants 
will  have  to  be 
re-housed. 

134 

4 

39 

91 

TOTALS 

326 

8 

61 

257 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  district  was  reduced  by 
j  19%  during  the  year. 


TABLE  H  -  HOUSES  CLOSED  DURING  1956 


Total  void  unfit  houses  in  respect  of  which 
an  Undertaking  (not  to  permit  re- occupation 
until  made  fit)  was  already  in  force  or  came 
into  force  during  1956. 

1 

47 

Made  fit  during  year 

1 

Converted  to  agricultural  stores 

2 

Balance 

LA 

Being  made  fit  at  31.12.56 

6 

Being  demolished 

2 

Balance  at  31.12.56 

36 

Of  the  balance  of  36  houses  which  are  still  unfit  and  in  respect 
of  which  Undertakings  are  still  in  force,  proposals  to  make  fit  have  been 
received  in  respect  of  8  of  these  which  leaves  28  houses  void  and  controlled 
by  Undertakings  of  which  there  is  no  information  at  present  as  to  whether  they 
may  be  made  fit  or  not. 
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TABLE  J 


BIPROVEMENT  GRANTS  »  1956 


(A)  No.  of  Applications  Approved 


Approved 

Rejected 

Applic¬ 

ations 

No.  of 
Houses 

Applications 

No.  of 
Houses 

(a)  to  31.12.55 

23 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  during  1956 

26 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals  to  date 

49 

57 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Schemes  Completed 


Owner/ 

Occupiers 

Tenanted 

Houses 

Total 

Previous  Category 
of  Houses. 

Unfit 

Mao  or 
Rep¬ 
airs 

Minor 

Rep¬ 

airs 

Pit 

Non- 

Dom¬ 

estic: 

(a)  to  31.12.55 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

- 

T  i 

i 

1 

(b)  during  year 

14 

11 

25 

2 

4 

13 

5 

1 

Totals  to  date 

— 

15 

14 

29 

3 

5 

15 

5 

1 
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TABLE  K 


COUNCIL  HOUSES  -  1956 


APPLICATIONS 

(A)  Total  Cases  (both  recommended  and  non-recommended 

cases) 

On  list  at  1.1. 56 

208 

New  applications  -  1956 

Applications  removed  from  list  (re-housed  or 

— 

37 

otherwise  cancelled) . 

- 

120 

On  list  at  end  of  1956 

- 

125 

Reduction  during  year 

- 

k-Cfo 

(B)  Rec emended  cases  only 

On  list  at  1.1.56 

119 

New  applications  -  1956 

- 

23 

Applicants  rc-housed  -  New  houses 

- 

20  ]  56 

-  Existing  houses 

- 

Applications  withdrawn 

- 

10 

On  list  at  end  of  1956 

76 

Reduction  during  year 

W 

HOUSES  ALLOCATED 

No.  of  houses  erected  by  Council  and 
occupied  during  the  year. 

36 

No.  of  existing  houses  re-allocated. 

— 

20 

Total 

56 

COUNCIL  HOUSES  TO  BE  ERECTED 


At  the  end  of  the  year  28  houses  were  being  built  or 
were  proposed  to  be  built  for  Council  Houses  applicants. 
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TABLE  L 


PREMISES  REGISTERED  OR  LICENSED  AS  POOD  PREMISES  ETC. 


M  ILK 

- - 

i 

| 

No.  of  licensed  dealers  in  Pasterurised  Milk 

- 

j 

1 

No.  of  licensed  dealers  in  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

- 

2 

No.  of  Supplementary  Licences  for  the  sale  of 
designated  milks  issued  to  Distributors  outside 
the  Council’s  area. 

8 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors  of  Undesignated 

Milk. 

6 

No.  of  Registered  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms) 

— 

2 

ICE  -  C  R  E  A  M 

No.  of 

premises 

registered  for  manufacture 

- 

Nil 

o 

• 

o 

premises 

registered  for  sale 

— 

35 

_ i 

PRESERVED 

FOODS  ETC. 

Noo  of  prenp_ses  registered  for 
manufacture  of  sausages. 

the 

- 

5 
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TABLE  M  -  MALYSIS  OP  POOD  PREMISES 


Business  carried  on 

Total 

Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Contraven¬ 

tions 

Remedied 

Butchers  onl57 . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Butchers  and  Sausage 

Manuf ac  t ur er  ( S  e  c .  14 ) . . 

5 

1 

1 

i 

Public  House  only.  . . . . . . . 

30 

11 

- 

i 

* 

1 

Public  House  and  Restaurant 

4 

- 

— 

i 

Public  House  and  Ice-cream 
Dealer  (Sec. 14)., . 

2 

— 

— 

Public  House ,  Restaurant 
and  Ice-cream  dealer  (Sec.  14) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

G-rocers  and  G-reengrocers . 

23 

10 

— 

1 

G-rocer  and  Ice-cream 
dealer  (Sec.  14) . * . . . 

23 

1 

1 

3 

Belcehouse  only. .  .  * . 

4 

1 

- 

- 

Bakehouse  and  ice-cream 
dealer  (Sec, 14) . . . . . 

2 

— 

— 

- 

Confectioner  only . . . . 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Restaurant  or  Canteen . . . 

9 

1 

- 

— 

Restaurant,  G-rocer  and 
Ice-cream  dealer  (Sec. 14)...* 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Ice-cream  dealer  only 

(Sec. 14) . 

3 

7 

— 

- 

'Pood  Factory . . . . . 

1 

- 

mm 

«- 

Pood  Factory  and  Canteen. .... 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

Wet  and  Dried  Pish. . . . 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Cheese  Store . 

1 

mm 

Total 

120 

33 

. 

1 

4 
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TABLE  N  -  MEAT  INSPECTION  -  1956 


Cattle 

Sheep 

(Excl- 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

uding 

Cows) 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

379 

183 

14,455 

1199 

1551 

- 

Number  inspected 

379 

I83 

14,455 

1199 

1551 

mm 

(A)  Meat  &  Offal 

condemned  for 

Tuberculosis . 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Part  carcase  or  organs 
condemned. 

Percentage  of  Animals 

25 

19 

7 

— 

24 

- 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 

7.12 

11.47 

0.007 

- 

1.55 

— 

(b)  Meat  &  Offal 

Condemned  for 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

! 

G-eneralised  -  carcases 

V 

totally  condemned. 

Part  carcase  or 

""" 

mmm 

organs  condemned. 

Carcases  submitted  for 

9 

1 

mm 

treatment  by  refrigeration. 
Percentage  of  Animals 
affected  with 

9 

1 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

2.37 

0.54 

I 

j 

(c)  All  Other  Diseases 

1 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 
Part  carcase  or 

0 

6 

38 

15 

107 

- 

organs  condemned. 

Percentage  of  animals 

129 

108 

141 

182 

692 

affected. 

34.04 

62.29 

1.24 

16.43 

51.51 

- 

(D)  Weight  of  Meat 

and  Offal  Condemned 

( in  lbs. )  for:  - 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

1542 

2009 

283 

— 

234 

mm 

1 

(b)  Cysticercus  Bovis. 

468 

52 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Other  Diseases. 

1301 

4025 

2252 

1125 

9538 

- 

Total  Weight  Condemned 

1  ton 

2  tons 

1  ton 

10  cwt 

4  ton 

9  cwt 

14  cwt 

2  cwt 

5  lbs. 

7  cwt 

1 

2  qr. 

1  qr. 

2  qr. 

1  qr. 

1 

l 

7  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

15  lb. 

..  .  - - - M-l 

( 
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7 


